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Underground p1pelmes to stop
‘Rankala from gettmg polluted KMC

Times News Nsrwonp:

. Kolhapur: An underground
. drainage line needs to be set
up in the residential areas
along Rankala lake, to avoid
sewage seeping into the lake
. waters, according to the envi-
i ronment cell of the city civic
: body.
! The recommendation co-
i mesafter areport from Shiva-
¢ ji University, Kc * (SUK)
confirmed that presence of se-
wage has led to the growth of
algaein thelake.

 The KMC had claimed that
it diverted all sewage water
and stopped its release into
thelake.

When algae wasfound gro-
wing in the lake, water sam-
ples were sent for testing to
the university laboratory. The
report found that concentra-
tions of sulphates and nitra-
tes have increased mainly due
; tosewage seeping into the la-
ke

g Samir Vyaghrambare, chi-
. ef environmental officer of
: KMC said, "The surface run
off of storm water drains du-
ring the rains has resulted in
: the growth of algae in the la-
: ke. We have surveyed the area
: and found that during heavy
; rain the drains cannot with-
: stand the increase in the qu-

. antity of waste water. The wa-

The civic body had claimed that it has diverted all sewage water and stopped its release into the lake

ter then seeps into the lake.
We have decided to lay down
new underground drainageli-
nes so that less sewage is car-
ried through the open drains.
Hence, avoiding any such in-
cidentduring the rains."

The nitrate concentration
of the lake water has increa-
sed from 16 meg/litre to 26 mg/
litre as per the report. The se-
wage will continue to seep in-
tothelakeduring heavyrains.

Thereport claims that bio-
logical oxygen demand (BOD)
has not altered significantly
as sewage water gets diluted
during heavy rains. Accor-
ding to KMC's drainage de-
partment just 20% of house-
holds in the area near the lake
have connected their draina-
ge outlets to the underground
drainagenetwork. Therestre-
lease their sewage into the
open, which then flows to the

‘nullahs’ and open storm wa-
terdrains.

“We are going to appeal to
residentstoget theirdrainage
outlets linked with undergro-
und pipes. For effective treat-
ment of waste water, the was-
te water needs to be carried
through pipes. Sewage was
stopped from entering the la-
ke in 2015. Since then, the wa-
ter quality of the lake has im-
proved,” said Vyaghrambare.
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' District level college youth

fest to start next week

Times News NETWORK

Kolhapur: District level yo-
uthfestivalof collegesaffilia-
ted to Shivaji University, Kol-
hapur (SUK) will start in Sa-
tara district from Thursday,
September 14 at the Phaltan
based Mudhoji College.

SUK student welfare offi-
cer R B Gurav told TOI that
students from over 200 colle-

part of the youth festival that
encourages extra-curricular

activities among students.’

The event will be conducted
in as many as 26 different ca-

dance, oneact play, street play,
debates, group singing, folk
orchestra among others will

Over 2,000 students
were part of the youth
festival. The university
expects much better
response this year

be organised. All the events
will be held in individual as

year over 2,000 students were
partof the youth festival. The
university expects much bet-
ter response this year.

Gurav said, “The festival
will kick off from September
14 for Satara district at Mud-
hoji College in Phaltan, On
September 16 the Arts, Com-
merce and Science College,
Palus will host the youth festi-
valfor Sanglidistrict. On Sep-

tember 18, R B Madkholkar
College in Chandgad will
host the festival for Kolhapur

- district.”

After completing the dis-
trict level rounds winners
willadvance to the central yo-
uth festival scheduled at Kar-
maveer Hire Arts, Commerce
and Science College in Gargo-
tifrom September 25.

According to the official
winners from the central yo-
uth festival will get a chance
torepresent Shivaji Universi-
ty at the inter-university yo-
uth festival ‘Indradhanush’
in November.

A team of 40 students,
winners from the preceding
rounds, will represent SUK
in the inter-university festi-
val at Parbhani in the first
week of November, Gurav ad-
ded.
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